Senior Congress leader Digvilaya Singh listens attentively during a panel discussion on "Fact vs Fiction: Countering Disinformation” during Bharat Summit-2025 at HICC in
Hyderabad on Friday: (Right) Congress leaders Salman Khurshid and MM Pallam Raju during a panel discussion on "Gender justice &A feminist future" I viNay mapapu

Inclusivity one step to gender justice, say speakers

MANDA RAVINDER REDDY
@ Hyderabad

PANAMA'S Minister for Wom-
en's Affairs Maria Algandra
Panay called for better pay eg-
uity, improved digital access,
and greater representation of
women in science and
leadership.

Highlighting the systemic in-
equalities faced by womenin
Latin America, she said: "One
In three women experience sex-
ual harassment And many in-
digenous, migrant and young
women remain invisible in
mainstream policymaking."

On Friday, leaders from
various countries attended a
panel discussion on Justice
and a Feminist Future, under
the theme "Delivering Global
Justice" at the Bharat Summit

2025. Congress M P Praniti
Shinde spoke on the need
for structural reform in
Implementing inclusivity, par-
ticularly concerning
the LGBTQ+ community. Cit-
ing Telangana's Mythri scheme,
which supports transgender
persons in law enforcement
roles, she stated, "We
need lesstalk and more
action. Inclusion must
be visible in employ-
ment, budgeting, and
governance.”

Former Union minis-
ter MM Pallam Raju re-
ferred to policy frameworks
such as the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
the Right to Education Act and
the Mahalakshmi scheme,
which offers free bus travel for

women in Telangana. He said
education and mobility play a
vital role in community uplift-
ment. "When awoman in a
family is educated, the whole
family gets educated,” he said,
noting the wider impact of
women's empowerment on so-

cial and economic

development.

Former Union minis-
ter Salman Khurshid
advocated tax incen-
tives to increase wom-
en's employment and

questioned the under-
representation of women
in heavy industries such asin-
frastructure. "Women must be
part of every sector. The an-
swer isnot just the right laws—
but the right mindset—and the
right men who stand for this
cause," he said.

Former Swedish Foreign
Minister Ann Linde spoke on
the challenges in Europe, par-
ticularly declining birth rates
and structural disincentives
for working women. She called
for tax policy reforms and
stressed the urgent need for
universal childcare. "If fami-
lies cannot combine work and
parenting, gender equality will
remain out of reach," she said,
adding that any backlash
against feminism must be firm-
ly countered.

The session was attended by
Rabia Abdallah, senior |eader
from Tanzania's Chama Cha
Mapinduzi (CCM); Monica
Fein, a Socialist Party politi-
cian from Argentina; Hamid
Maysoon; Wael Alatoom; and
Undram Chinbat, an MP from
Mongolia
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